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11 November 2025 
  
 
Energy Policy WA 
Level 1, 66 St Georges Terrace 
PERTH WA 6000 
 
By email to: energymarkets@deed.wa.gov.au  
 
EPWA CONSULTATION: POWER SYSTEM SECURITY AND RELIABILITY (PSSR) 
STANDARDS REVIEW CONSULTATION PAPER - PROPOSAL 20 
 
Synergy welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on Energy Policy WA’s (EPWA’s) Power 
System Security and Reliability (PSSR) Standards Review Consultation Paper – Proposal 20 
(PSSR Proposal 20 Paper) released on 30 September 2025.  
 
Synergy understands that the PSSR Proposal 20 Paper is an extension of EPWA’s previous 
consultation under the Power System Security and Reliability (PSSR) Standards Review 
Consultation Paper1 (PSSR Review Paper) which was issued on 19 June 2025 as part of the 
Power System Security and Reliability Standards Review (PSSR Standards Review) currently 
being conducted by the Coordinator of Energy (Coordinator).  
  
The PSSR Proposal 20 Paper is focused on Proposal 20 of the PSSR Review Paper, which 
contains proposed amendments to the Technical Rules for the South West Interconnected 
Network (Technical Rules) that was put forward by Western Power (WP) to the Economic 
Regulation Authority (ERA) in September 2023. Synergy understands that WP proposed these 
amendments to the Technical Rules to address security and reliability issues within the South 
West Interconnected System (SWIS).  
 
Synergy is cognisant that the amendments proposed within the PSSR Proposal 20 Paper cover 
only a subset of the WP suggested amendments within WP’s September 2023 submission2, 
which included the Technical Rules Review Submission to the Economic Regulation Authority3 
(WP Supporting Document) and a draft marked-up version of the Technical Rules4 (2023 
Proposed Technical Rules).  
 
Synergy provides commentary on its overarching concern below, and the attached Annexure 1 
provides detailed comments on the amendments referenced in Table 1 of the PSSR Proposal 20 
Paper. 

 
1 Power System Security and Reliability (PSSR) Standards Review Consultation Paper. 
2 Proposed Amendments – Submitted by Western Power in September 2023 (withdrawn). 
3 Technical Rules Review Submission to the Economic Regulation Authority. 
4 Technical Rules – Draft only. 
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1 LACK OF CLARITY ON INTENTIONS FOR EXCLUDED WESTERN POWER 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE TECHNICAL RULES 

The PSSR Proposal 20 Paper focuses Market Participants solely on a subset of the suggested 
changes to the Technical Rules submitted by WP to the ERA in September 2023. Synergy (and 
likely other Market Participants) has undertaken this consultation on the assumption that the 
Coordinator is only seeking to progress the referenced amendments in Table 1 of the PSSR 
Proposal 20 Paper.  

Synergy considers that the full suite of amendments suggested within WP’s September 2023 
submission will have wide-ranging implications (such as those discussed in section 1.1 of this 
letter). Synergy has provided its feedback on the PSSR Proposal 20 Paper on the basis that these 
excluded changes are not being progressed. However, if the Coordinator wishes to progress and 
implement the excluded WP proposals, Synergy will need to review and revise its positions in 
light of the expanded scope of the PSSR Standards Review. 

Should the Coordinator intend to further progress WP’s proposed amendments that were 
excluded from the PSSR Proposal 20 Paper, Synergy looks forward to engagement and 
consultation to ensure any unnecessary consequences and cost to facilities are avoided, and that 
Market Participants have sufficient time to prepare for any upcoming Technical Rules changes 
that will impact their facilities.  

1.1 PROPOSED REQUIREMENT FOR ONGOING SUITABILITY WITH THE TECHNICAL 
RULES AND OVERRIDING OF GRANDFATHERING PROTECTION 

Synergy notes that the excluded amendments of the 2023 Proposed Technical Rules include 
amendments to the Technical Rules that would give the Network Service Provider (NSP) the 
authority to require Users to upgrade or modify their equipment to ensure that power system 
performance standards within the most recent version of the Technical Rules continue to be met5. 
Further, it does not appear to include a requirement for the NSP to consult with Users on the 
reasoning for requiring modification to their facilities, nor an ability to consult on the timing of when 
such modifications need to be undertaken6.  
 
Synergy is concerned that these proposed changes will result in overriding the current 
grandfathering protections for existing facilities within the SWIS. This would result in a 
requirement for Users responsible for these facilities to incur uneconomic costs for upgrades or 
modifications to their facility equipment, leading to increasing costs of electricity in the Wholesale 
Electricity Market (WEM). This introduces a significant investment risk that would not have been 
contemplated as part of project viability assessments for existing facilities. Further this will likely 
deter future investments in the SWIS due to the increased uncertainty and cost impost of this 
change. 
 
Synergy also notes that there are proposed amendments to allow an NSP to require Users to 
demonstrate that their equipment is being monitored on an ongoing basis7. Synergy is concerned 
that this will impose additional or duplicated monitoring and reporting obligations for Users, thus, 
inevitably leading to increased compliance costs for Users.  
 
Synergy strongly advocates that these proposed changes should not be progressed for the 
reasons stated above.  

 
5 Refer to Technical Rules for the South West Interconnected Network, proposed clause 1.9.5(b)(2). 
6 Refer to Technical Rules for the South West Interconnected Network, proposed clause 1.9.5.(c). 
7 Refer to Technical Rules for the South West Interconnected Network, proposed clause 1.9.5(b)(1). 
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2 CONCLUSION 
Synergy appreciates the complex nature of the work being undertaken by EPWA under the PSSR 
Standards Review and encourages further engagement with stakeholders to ensure the 
development of a consistent, single, end-to-end PSSR Standards and a PSSR Standards 
framework that are consistent with the State Electricity Objective. 
 
Synergy thanks EPWA for its work to date on the WEM reform program and looks forward to 
EPWA’s continued consultation on market reform matters. 
 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
RHIANNON BEDOLA 
MANAGER ELECTRICITY MARKETS 

 

 














