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Latest news 

The third meeting for 2024 of the Cockburn Sound Management Council (the Council) 
was held at the City of Kwinana, Civic Centre on 02 August 2024. 

Presentations provided to the Council included: 

• Mr. Hans Kemps, Manager of the Marine Ecosystems Branch (MEB) and Dr. Fiona 
Webster, Senior Environmental Officer, from the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation (DWER), provided background information on the 
history of collaboration between MEB and the Council, a status update on the 
annual environmental reports and overview of the ongoing monitoring programs.

• Ms. Kathleen Lowry, Special Advisor to the Director General from DWER, 
presenting on the status of the State Environmental Policy, potential future 
opportunities for its revision and broader cumulative impacts.

• Dr. Matt Hipsey, Professor at the University of Western Australia and Mr. Luke 
Twomey, CEO of WAMSI, presented on the WAMSI Westport Science Program 
Theme 1 – Ecosystem modelling. The presentation provided a summary of the 
program of the science program and a demonstration of the Cockburn Sound 
integrated ecosystem model that is being developed.

Who is Cockburn Sound Management Council? 

The Council is an advisory council to the Minister for Environment - established under 
section 25 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  The Council was set up in 2000 
as a Committee of the Water and Rivers Commission’s Board. 

The Council provides advice to the Minister for Environment on the environmental 
management of Cockburn Sound, in particular the protection and maintenance of 
water quality and associated environmental values of the Cockburn Sound marine 
area set in the State Environmental (Cockburn Sound) Policy 2015. 

The Council facilitates and coordinates stakeholder and community input into the 
environmental management of Cockburn Sound. The Council includes 
representatives from community, conservation and recreation groups, industry and 
local, State and Commonwealth Government agencies.  

More information 

Further information on Cockburn Sound, including technical reports, is available at 
Cockburn Sound Management Council | Western Australian Government 
(www.wa.gov.au). 
If you would like to contact the Council, please email CSMC@dwer.wa.gov.au. 
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