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Latest news 
 
The fourth meeting for 2024 of the Cockburn Sound Management Council (the 
Council) was held at the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
(DPIRD) on 01 November 2024. 
 
Presentations provided to the Council included: 
 
• Mr. Hans Kemps, Manager of the Marine Ecosystems Branch (MEB) from the 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER), briefed the Council 
on the results of the environmental monitoring conducted in Cockburn Sound in 
2022, and discussed the outcomes and next steps.  

 
• Mr. Matthew Jones, Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Manager, Westport 

provided an update on the state EIA process and timing of Westport’s 
Environmental Scoping Document to be released for public comments. He also 
provided a status update on the Commonwealth EIA determination and the timing 
of the Commonwealth’s assessment guidelines.  

 
• Ms. Victoria Rizzi, A/Project Manager, Land and Constraints Management, 

Westport presented an overview of Westport’s marine geophysical surveys in 
Cockburn Sound and Gage Roads.  
 

• Mr. Pete Fry, Secretary, Garden Island Fishing and Aquatic Association (Inc.) 
(GIFAA) introduced GIFAA’s role in managing moorings in the recreational 
locations (north end of Garden Island) and discussed rules and regulations that 
are in place between stakeholders and GIFAA’s membership base.  
 

Who is Cockburn Sound Management Council? 
 
The Council is an advisory council to the Minister for Environment - established under 
section 25 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  The Council was set up in 2000 
as a Committee of the Water and Rivers Commission’s Board. 
 
The Council provides advice to the Minister for Environment on the environmental 
management of Cockburn Sound, in particular the protection and maintenance of 
water quality and associated environmental values of the Cockburn Sound marine 
area set in the State Environmental (Cockburn Sound) Policy 2015. 
 
The Council facilitates and coordinates stakeholder and community input into the 
environmental management of Cockburn Sound. The Council includes 
representatives from community, conservation and recreation groups, industry and 
local, State and Commonwealth Government agencies.  
 
More information 
 



 

Further information on Cockburn Sound, including technical reports, is available at 
Cockburn Sound Management Council | Western Australian Government 
(www.wa.gov.au). 
If you would like to contact the Council, please email CSMC@dwer.wa.gov.au. 
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