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Latest news

The second meeting for 2025 of the Cockburn Sound Management Council (the Council)
was held at the City of Rockingham office in Rockingham on Friday 2 May 2025.

Presentations provided to the Council included:
e Westport overview and updates summarising:
o the ecosystem function modelling
o the artificial reef feasibility study, and
o the marine geotechnical investigations to inform critical design data.

e Department of Water and Environmental Regulation annual reporting and the ‘State
Environmental (Cockburn Sound) Policy (SEP) 2015 Review’, summarising:

o the status of the 2025 seagrass and water quality sampling program, and the
2023/24 monitoring data gap analysis underway

o the marine science projects in development to inform the SEP Review, and

o the outcomes of the Council review of the Terms of Reference, identification of
key strategic issues, and further analysis of the Council’s role.

Who is Cockburn Sound Management Council?

The Council is an advisory council to the Minister for the Environment established under
section 25 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. The Council was set up in 2000 as
a Committee of the Water and Rivers Commission’s Board.

The Council provides advice to the Minister for the Environment on the environmental
management of Cockburn Sound, in particular, the protection and maintenance of water
quality and associated environmental values of the Cockburn Sound marine area set in
the State Environmental (Cockburn Sound) Policy 2015.

The Council facilitates and coordinates stakeholder and community input into the
environmental management of Cockburn Sound. The Council includes representatives
from community, conservation and recreation groups, industry and local, State and
Australian Government agencies.

More information

Further information on Cockburn Sound, including technical reports, is available at
https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/environment-information-services/cockburn-
sound-management-council.

If you would like to contact the Council, please email CSMC@dwer.wa.gov.au.
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