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Latest news  

The third meeting for 2025 of the Cockburn Sound Management Council (the Council) 

was held at the City of Cockburn offices in Spearwood on Friday 1 August 2025. 

The Chair noted the current membership term expires on 30 September 2025 and thanked 

members for their support during his term, particularly outgoing community 

representatives, acknowledging Mr John Polglaze’s long standing and significant 

contribution since inception of the Council. The Department of Water and Environmental 

Regulation thanked the outgoing Chair for his leadership of the Council since 2022. 

Presentations provided to the Council included: 

• Westport updates, summarising:

o the commencement of the marine geotechnical investigation

o an artificial reef feasibility study public survey open until September, and

o the status of the WAMSI Westport Marine Science Program – Cockburn Sound

Integrated Ecosystem Model, integrating cross-platform data and ongoing work

to improve its capabilities.

• Department of Water and Environmental Regulation overview, summarising:

o the monitoring program and data capture findings for 2022 and 2023/24, and

o the pathways for pollution reporting and the Environment Watch WA website.

Members discussed types of monitoring and the need for collaboration to protect the 

Derbal Nara (Cockburn Sound). 

Who is Cockburn Sound Management Council? 

The Council is an advisory council to the Minister for the Environment established under 

section 25 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. The Council was set up in 2000 as 

a Committee of the Water and Rivers Commission’s Board.  

The Council provides advice to the Minister for the Environment on the environmental 

management of Cockburn Sound, in particular, the protection and maintenance of water 

quality and associated environmental values of the Cockburn Sound marine area set in 

the State Environmental (Cockburn Sound) Policy 2015.  

The Council facilitates and coordinates stakeholder and community input into the 

environmental management of Cockburn Sound. The Council includes representatives 

from community, conservation and recreation groups, industry and local, State and 

Australian Government agencies.  

More information 

Further information on Cockburn Sound, including technical reports, is available at 

https://www.wa.gov.au/service/environment/environment-information-services/cockburn-

sound-management-council. 

If you would like to contact the Council, please email CSMC@dwer.wa.gov.au. 
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