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Appendix C:	 Roles and Responsibilities
The WA Police Force has the primary role of coordinating the response to SPRED emergencies. 

The following table summarises the emergency management roles and responsibilities for a SPRED emergency that takes place in WA. Australian Government 
agencies roles and responsibilities are detailed in AUSSPREDPLAN.

All agencies should maintain appropriate internal plans and procedures in relation to their specific responsibilities.

Brief all-hazards information is also provided for agencies who may have a role under this annex, full details of these roles and responsibilities can be found in the 
State EM Plan, Appendix E and State EM Policy Appendix F. 

Prevention and Mitigation Responsibilities

Organisation Prevention and Mitigation Responsibilities

Australian Space Agency (ASA)
a.	 Liaise with international monitoring agencies regarding likely SPRED re-entry paths and risks to Australian interests.
b.	 Monitor re-entry paths and risks associated to Australia interest.
c.	 Communicate with NEMA via the Australian Government National Situation Room (NSR).

Preparedness Responsibilities

Organisation Preparedness Responsibilities
Department of Health a.	 Provide a Liaison Officer on call from initiation of AUSPSREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’.

Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services (DFES) a.	 Provide a DFES Commander and/or Liaison Officer on call from initiation of AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’.

National Emergency 
Management Agency (NEMA)

a.	 Prepare and maintain the AUSSPREDPLAN which outlines the Australian Government communication and information flow 
arrangements to manage the risk posed by SPRED.

b.	 Centralise communication between relevant Australian Government agencies (including the Australian Space Agency), states 
and territories.
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Organisation Preparedness Responsibilities

WA Police Force
a.	 Maintain a proactive role in the preparedness arrangements for the management of SPRED emergency in the state of WA.
b.	 Should lead discussion and planning for SPRED at the Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC), if required.

Response Responsibilities

Organisation Response Responsibilities

Department of Communities

a.	 Coordinate emergency relief and support services for those impacted by the incident as required including:
i.	 emergency accommodation
ii.	 emergency food
iii.	 emergency clothing and personal requisites
iv.	 personal support services
v.	 registration and reunification
vi.	 financial assistance.

Department of Health

a.	 Provide a Liaison Officer on call from initiation of AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’ .
b.	 To coordinate the overall health response to a radioactive or other health-related contamination in a SPRED (e.g. Hydrazine), 

or mass casualty situation. 
c.	 Monitor public health aspects of the emergency response.
d.	 Coordinate the public health response to minimise ongoing environmental and public health risks.
e.	 Assist partner agencies in crisis counselling and critical stress management.
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Organisation Response Responsibilities

Department of Health 
(continued)

Examples of Specific Health Agency Functions:
Radiation Health:
a.	 Provide expert advice and radiation monitoring services in relation to radiation hazards (including Radiation Health Advisors 

to the WASDERT).
b.	 Provision of decontamination procedures of public areas where appropriate.
Public Health Officers/Environmental Health Officers:
a.	 Food and water safety.
b.	 Sanitation and refuse disposal.
Note: It should be noted that while the Public Health Act 2016 provides the enabling powers for Environmental Health Officers, 
most are employed by their respective local government, and not by the Department of Health.

Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services 

a.	 Provide Special Operations Advisor (SOA) to the WASDERT when activated.
b.	 Provide rescue and fire-fighting suppression response capabilities.
c.	 Assist with the rescue of trapped victims, including the provision of an Urban Search and Rescue capability as required.
d.	 Provide HAZMAT response (in accordance with State Hazard Plan – Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT).
e.	 Provide specialist support and resources.

Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet a.	 Provide advice to the Premier of WA and establish the Security and Emergency Committee of Cabinet as required.

Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation 
(DWER)

a.	 Provide Environmental Protection Advisor to the WASDERT when activated.
b.	 Provide a mobile response for the detection and monitoring of chemicals and particulates escaping into the environment 

during a SPRED emergency. 
c.	 Provide environmental monitoring for off-site impacts in air and water and advice on impacts to the Police Commander with 

incident control. 
d.	 Provide advice on minimisation of impacts on the environment, including containment, confinement and clean up, 

decontamination, minimisation of wastes, and waste disposal. 
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Organisation Response Responsibilities

National Emergency 
Management Agency (NEMA)

a.	 Coordinate Australian Government actions in accordance with COMDISPLAN, AUSSPREDPLAN and the Australian Government 
Crisis Management Framework.

b.	 Activate the assistance of Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA) to conduct an aerial search 
using detection aircraft.

c.	 Activate the assistance of Australian Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO) to conduct an aerial search using 
detection aircraft.

d.	 Provide a central point of communication between relevant Australian Government agencies (including the Australian Space 
Agency), states and territories.

Royal Flying Doctor Service a.	 Provide and coordinate air ambulance responses to emergencies.

St John Ambulance
a.	 	Provide a Liaison Officer on call from initiation of AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’.
b.	 Provide and coordinate road ambulance responses to emergencies.
c.	 Coordinate the triage of injured persons and the medical evacuation of severely injured persons.

WA Police Force

a.	 Assume overall control of the emergency.
b.	 Deploy WASDERT with incident control, if the area of impact is known.
c.	 Cordon and contain the area of impact.
d.	 Declaration and evacuation of restricted areas.
e.	 Immediate welfare of uninjured survivors.
f.	 Initiate the search for and retrieval and/or storage of SPRED.
g.	 Undertake operational evacuation planning as practicable to the circumstances and initiate actions necessary for an 

evacuation of the community.
h.	 Provide public information on the emergency site (e.g. impact to homes, clean up/decontamination requirements and 

environmental monitoring).
Note: COMDISPLAN may be activated if the impact of space debris is significant enough to warrant an official request for 
Australian Government assistance.
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Recovery Responsibilities
Additional State agencies and entities listed within State EM Policy Appendix F  can provide assistance within relevant recovery functional areas, when requested by 
the relevant State Recovery Coordinator or Controller (State EM Policy section 6.7).

Organisation Recovery Responsibilities

Department of Communities  
a.	 Where activated, coordinate the emergency relief and support components of recovery for people affected by the 

emergency.
b.	 Contribute to the planned transition of recovery coordination.

Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation 
(DWER)

a.	 Provide advice on clean up, decontamination, minimisation of wastes, and waste disposal. 
b.	 Coordinate post-incident environmental sampling and provide interpretation of environmental monitoring data and results 

where required. 

Relevant Recovery 
Coordinator a.	 Provide public information on recovery activities (e.g. clean up/decontamination requirements and social services). 

WA Police Force

a.	 Initiating recovery activities.
b.	 Preparing an Impact Statement for Level 2 and 3 incidents unless an exemption has been granted by the State Recovery 

Coordinator.
c.	 Transitioning responsibility of any ongoing coordination of recovery activities to the relevant local government, unless 

otherwise advised by the State Recovery Coordinator.
d.	 In emergencies where response and recovery occur concurrently, establishing arrangements to coordinate response and 

recovery operations with relevant local and state-level recovery coordinators / controller.
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Appendix D:	 WA Space Debris Emergency Response Team (WASDERT)
Team Structure
Minimum personnel requirements for the WASDERT are:

•	 WA Police Force: 2 Emergency Operations Unit (EOU) Officers

•	 Department of Health: 2 Radiation Health Advisors (RHAs)

•	 DFES: 1 Special Operations Advisor (SOA)

•	 DWER: 1 Environmental Protection Advisor
Depending on the deployment location, the composition of the WASDERT may be adjusted by the Police Commander with incident control. Additional advisors may be 
included according to the nature of the SPRED, e.g. via the Department of Health’s Disaster Preparedness and Management Unit.

Role
The WASDERT may be deployed to the impact site or other locations by the Police Commander with incident control on receipt of positive information of the 
footprint area location. IMT personnel are to be identified and in readiness to move from the time AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’ is notified from NEMA.

The involvement of the HAZMAT Emergency Advisory Team (HEAT) and activation of response arrangements of State Hazard Plan – HAZMAT will be considered, where 
appropriate, at the request of the Police Commander with incident control.
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Appendix E:	 Notification (Pre-impact phase)
The AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’ is declared when the likely event of space re-entry debris is probable. This phase allows timely notification for jurisdictions and 
agencies for preparedness. NEMA will receive information on related space re-entry through the Australian Space Agency to the NSR. Following this notification, 
information will be disseminated through the below reporting mechanisms:

Figure 1: Notification of SPRED potential impact (AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Alert phase’)
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Appendix F:	 Notification (Post-impact phase)
AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Active phase’ results once confirmed or suspected impact sites are identified and reported to NEMA through the NSR. Following this notification, 
information will be disseminated through the following mechanism:

Figure 2: Notification of SPRED post-impact (AUSSPREDPLAN’s ‘Active phase’ or members of the public)
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Appendix G:	 Sequence Guide
Agency actions taken on receipt of a notification from NEMA of a possible SPRED emergency are consistent with AUSPREDPLAN. Due to the circumstances when there is little or no opportunity for NEMA to proactively warn of a SPRED 
emergency, pre-impact activities will need to be condensed and may take place concurrently with post impact activities. This appendix may be used as an operational tool to guide the anticipated sequence of events in the pre and post impact 
phases of a SPRED emergency.

Responsible Authority Pre-impact Post impact
Western Australia Police Force (WA Police 
Force)
Role 

Hazard Management Agency

Responsibilities

Provide Police Commander with incident control

Provide personnel for WASDERT and Incident 
Management Team

Control/Coordination of any emergency 
response

Dissemination of warnings, public 
announcements and advice to the public

•	 Activate to the necessary level of readiness and alert all involved agencies. 

•	 Maintain close liaison with appropriate agencies (including NEMA).

•	 Confirm arrangements for the coordination of Australian Government agencies that will be 
operating in support should the State be affected. 

•	 Ensure twenty-four (24) hours contact arrangements are established with NEMA. 

•	 Implement a public information process through Police Media. 

•	 Nominate staff for WASDERT and IMT. 

•	 Collect/pass reports to NEMA from emergency services and the public on re-entry sightings 
and suspicious objects. 

•	 When necessary establish liaison with appropriate Australian Government agencies providing 
assistance to the State.

•	 Staff and equip the MICC during normal hours (0700 to 1800 hours WST Monday to Friday if 
practicable).

•	 Assemble and brief WASDERT and IMT as practicable.

•	 Confirm Assistant Commissioner Specialist and Support Services or On-call Assistance 
Commissioner is available for Major Incident Command Centre (MICC) attendance as 
required via the SOCC.

•	 Request stand-by for agency Liaison Officer to attend the MICC.

•	 Control and coordinate operations.

•	 Notify Emergency Operations Unit’s On-call Officer (0411 709 153) to support the Incident 
Management Team.

•	 Staff and equip the MICC (if not already in place).

•	 Cause suspicious objects reported by emergency services and the public to be checked 
for radioactivity and cordon/isolate those which are radioactive where practicable.

•	 Immediately cause decontamination procedures of public areas where radioactivity or 
other contaminants are confirmed.

•	 Provide personnel to assist in the supervision and security of decontamination centre(s).

•	 Collect and pass reports to NEMA from emergency services and the public on re-entry 
sightings and suspicious objects.

•	 Declare restricted (e.g. potentially radioactive) areas if required.

•	 Evacuate restricted areas if required.

•	 Registration of personal details of evacuees.

•	 Determine the requirement for Australian Government assistance in consultation with 
NEMA.

•	 Request Australian Government assistance if required, and provide and maintain liaison 
with Australian Government supporting agencies.

•	 Cause surveys of those locations where radioactive debris may have fallen on inhabited 
areas.

•	 Provide temporary radioactive material storage facility and security as necessary.

•	 Deploy WASDERT and IMT as required.

•	 Crowd and traffic control.

•	 Coordinate public information, including the dissemination of recovery related information 
until a suitable recovery coordinator is established.
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Responsible Authority Pre-impact Post impact
Department of Health (Radiation Health and/
or others as required)
Role 

To provide advice and radiation and/or other 
health monitoring services

Responsibilities

Provision of advice on public health matters, 
and emergency medical services as required

Distribution of prophylactic tablets and dosage 

Implementation of controls and restrictions of 
food stuffs

Provide a monitoring team (normally 2 persons) 
to IMT

•	 Receive and distribute internally operational information on the situation.

•	 	Check the availability of relevant equipment.

•	 	Nominate staff for pre-positioning at selected population centres.

•	 	Nominate staff for WASDERT and possibly ISG/OASG.

•	 	Place Liaison Officer on-call at the MICC as appropriate.

•	 	Locate monitoring personnel at threatened populated centres.

•	 	Check suspicious objects reported by emergency services and the public for radioactivity.

•	 	Assemble Radiation Health Section representatives (or other specialists as required) to 
WASDERT at MICC for briefing.

•	 Locate monitoring personnel at threatened populated centres.

•	 Check suspicious objects reported by emergency services and the public for radioactivity.

•	 	Check suspicious objects reported by emergency services and the public for radioactivity.

•	 	Conduct surveys of those locations where radioactive debris may have fallen on inhabited 
areas.

•	 As an immediate response measure, commence decontamination procedures of public 
areas where radioactivity is confirmed.

•	 Provide advice to the Police Commander with incident control and Assistant Commissioner 
Specialist and Support Services or delegate regarding radiological risks and protective 
countermeasures

•	 Establish appropriate health surveillance measures.

WASDERT
Role 

To provide a Forward Control Point at the 
impact area.

Responsibilities

Establishment of security projected footprint 
area

Provide advice to Police Commander with 
incident control on all matters relating to the 
space debris operation

•	 Maintain an awareness of the situation. 

•	 Ensure personnel preparation. 

•	 Assemble at MICC for briefing as appropriate.

•	 Remain at 2 hours notice for deployment as appropriate.

•	 Deploy as instructed.

•	 Provide specialist advice to the Police Commander to assist the Incident Management 
Team considerations. 

•	 Arrange with MICC for security of projected footprint.

•	 Assist Police Commander as required.

Table Notes: Sequence Guide Key
Pre-impact: Representative of the alert phase of AUSSPREDPLAN.

Post-impact: Lead by HMA upon notification of impact of SPRED. 
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