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Application for a Special Prospecting Authority (with or without Acreage Option) - PGEGGSA

Application for a Special Prospecting Authority (with or without Acreage Option)
Note: the maximum term of a Special Prospecting Authority is six (6) months
Petroleum, Geothermal Energy and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 1967
Section 105
This is the approved form for the purpose of section 152A of the Petroleum, Geothermal Energy and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 1967
1. Applicant
	Company Name

	

	Australian Company Number (ACN)
	Australian Business Number (ABN)

	
	

	Contact Person 
	Position
	Contact Number

	
	
	

	E-mail Address

	

	Postal Address
	Street Address

	
	

	Suburb
	State
	Postcode
	Suburb
	State
	Postcode

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Country
	Country

	
	





	2. Special prospecting authority (SPA) type and acreage option (AO)
Tick the box to confirm which type of SPA is being applied for and whether the applicant seeks to apply for an AO tied to the SPA

	Petroleum SPA (if yes, proceed to step 3)
	

	Geothermal Energy SPA (if yes, skip step 3 and proceed to step 4)
	

	Greenhouse Gas (GHG) SPA (if yes, skip step 3 and proceed to step 4)
	

	Acreage option (AO) Please note that an AO cannot be applied for retrospectively. 
See pages 5-7 for additional information and attachments required.
	


3. Regulated substance rights – petroleum applicants only 
(if applying for a geothermal energy or GHG special prospecting authority, skip this section and move to section 4)
If the applicant is applying for a petroleum special prospecting authority, be advised that a petroleum special prospecting authority does NOT automatically authorise the holder to carry on exploration operations in relation to regulated substances, UNLESS:
· an approval of a petroleum special prospecting authority includes an approval granted by the Minister extending the petroleum special prospecting authority to cover the regulated substance; or
· the holder applies to, and the Minister grants, an approval for the petroleum special prospecting authority to cover the regulated substance.
	Tick the box to confirm the applicant’s request for a granted petroleum special prospecting authority made pursuant to this application to extend and cover the exploration operations of regulated substances
	

	4. Details of proposed activity (over the area described below at section 5 - Schedule of blocks)

	Type of activity 
(for example, a 2D seismic survey)
	

	Name of activity (if applicable)
	

	Technique employed for the activity
	

	Extent 
(for example, number of proposed line km or number of sampling locations)
	

	Scheduled commencement date
	

	Estimated completion date or duration
	

	Estimated cost ($AUD)
	

	Energy source (if applicable)
	

	Activity objective 
(attach a separate statement if insufficient space)
	


	Operator details (complete if the applicant is not directly performing the operational activity)

	Company Name

	

	Australian Company Number (ACN)
	Australian Business Number (ABN)

	
	

	Contact Person 
	Position
	Contact Number

	
	
	

	E-mail Address

	

	Postal Address

	

	Suburb
	State
	Postcode

	
	
	


5. Access authority (AA) requirements
Answer this section if an AA is required as part of this SPA or SPA/AO application
	Tick the box to indicate that the applicant requires an AA2 to enter upon neighbouring titles or vacant areas for the purposes of the proposed operational activity? 
	

	If an AA is required, tick the box to confirm an Application for an Access Authority form has been completed and submitted with this application
	

	6. Schedule of blocks

	The references below are to the names of map sheets of the 1:1,000,000 series published by the Minister and to the numbers of graticular blocks as depicted by the map sheets.
Note: graticular block number(s) are to be listed from the top left corner of the map sheet.

	Map Sheet Name: _________________________ 
	Map Sheet Number: _______________________

	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	






	Map Sheet Name: _________________________ 
	Map Sheet Number: _______________________

	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Map Sheet Name: _________________________ 
	Map Sheet Number: _______________________

	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Map Sheet Name: _________________________ 
	Map Sheet Number: _______________________

	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number
	Block Number

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	7. Signature of applicant or agent (agent must demonstrate proof of authority to act for applicant(s))

	Signature
	Date 

	
	







To successfully apply for an SPA or an SPA/AO, the application must (amongst other things):
· be made in the approved manner;
· be made using the approved form (this form); 
· be accompanied by the prescribed fee; and 
· also include the submission of complete and comprehensive attachments providing the information detailed below (one (1) copy of each, or as otherwise stated):
· two (2) plans (one A4 size) showing the proposed survey location together with the graticular block numbers with each 1:1,000,000 Map Sheet labelled, the current titles shown and a cadastral Landgate map showing the cadastral tenure affected.
This information must be provided in digital format4
· a list of 1:1,000,000 Map Sheet block numbers to be provided for the SPA required listed against each title affected.
This information must be provided in digital format4
· encroachments onto any Conservation Reserves, Marine Parks and environmentally sensitive areas to be identified and illustrated on above submitted maps.
· an Environment Plan. Online lodgement may be effected via the Environmental Assessment and Regulatory System (EARS).
· check if a Native Vegetation Clearing Permit is required (see Contact Information for contact details).
Note: A Clearing Permit can take a minimum of three (3) months to be issued. 
[bookmark: _Hlk193358571]The prescribed fee, as stated in the Schedule of Fees, is payable to the Department of Mines, Petroleum and Exploration. Payment is accepted by credit card only. Please note all fees are subject to variation, including Consumer Price Index adjustments, and the current fee schedule should be checked prior to payment.
All SPA and SPA/AO applications will be subjected to an initial assessment screening, in accordance with the Department of Mines, Petroleum and Exploration (DMPE) procedure, to determine the suitability of the submission. DMPE will issue a letter advising if the application is to be progressed or refused at that time.
Contact information for enquiries relating to each of the above points are provided at the end of this form.
Please note
Where additional information is required to be entered on the form (e.g. Company Names), please use an Appendix and submit online with this form.
Timing of submission of application
Applications for SPAs and SPA/AOs are required to be lodged at least six (6) months prior to the proposed commencement of activities to allow for timely approval and consideration of factors such as environmental assessment and land access issues. Please note that in the event of a future act referral, this timeframe may be extended.
If an AA is also required, submit an Application for an Access Authority form along with this application.
Submission of application
The application, together with supporting data must be submitted online through the Petroleum and Geothermal Register (PGR).
If you require assistance in completing this form, please contact the Resource Tenure Division by email to petroleum.titles@dmpe.wa.gov.au
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	If you intend to apply for an Acreage Option (AO), the following additional information should also be noted and supplied:


(a) details of the applicant’s assessment of the petroleum, geothermal energy or GHG storage potential of the area, including a geological and geophysical review and technical assessment of the area, and the concepts underlying the proposed exploration program;
(b) particulars of –
(i) the technical qualifications of the applicant and their employees;
(ii) the technical advice available to the applicant;
(iii) the financial resources available to the applicant, including evidence of the applicant’s ability to fund the work program proposed including ongoing work should the AO be exercised, and a copy of the latest annual report for each applicant company;
(iv) where relevant, the viability of the consortium lodging the application, including evidence that a satisfactory settlement has been, or can be reached on the joint operating agreement (a copy of a Heads of Agreement dealing will generally suffice);
(v) the percentage participating interest of each party to the application
(vi) a single address for service of notices in respect of the application; and
(c) such other information as the applicant wishes to be taken into account in consideration of the application.
Further, please be aware that:
· applying for an AO must be done in conjunction with the SPA and cannot be applied for retrospectively.
· section 69A of the PGEGGSA provides that petroleum, geothermal energy and GHG titles may subsist in respect to the same graticular blocks. Therefore, the provisions of Division 3A of the PGEGGSA must be complied with.
See Information – Special Prospecting Authority with Acreage Option (SPA/AO) on page 7 for features of an AO.




Information – SPA/AO
1. An SPA/AO is an alternative to taking up acreage without utilising the periodic release of discrete areas (advertisement of blocks and inviting applications).
It essentially requires an explorer embarking on a geophysical survey (no drilling of wells) by way of an SPA over an area selected by the explorer. Should the results of that survey be favourable, the AO provides the holder of the SPA* with the exclusive right to apply for a petroleum, geothermal energy or GHG exploration permit or drilling reservation from within the area of the SPA. The period in which the option can be exercised is usually six (6) months following the end of the SPA term#.
Acceptance by DMPE of an SPA application with an AO is a two-stage process. Initially, the suitability of the SPA application is assessed followed by an assessment of the appropriateness of the AO application. Approval of a SPA does not automatically ensure acceptance of the AO application or approval of a subsequent exploration title.
* SPA’s cannot be transferred or otherwise dealt with.
# The term of an SPA is six (6) months and cannot be extended.
Features of an AO:
· the SPA will be subject to the NTA future act provisions;
· the size of the area should be relative to the work program but in any event should not exceed 400 blocks for a petroleum SPA or 160 blocks for a geothermal energy SPA (there is no prescribed limit of blocks for GHG SPAs);	Comment by HANNAN, Jeff: There is no maximum prescribed limit for GHG
· the acreage selected from within the area of the SPA may be limited to a total area of between 30% to 50% generally depending on the work program proposed;
· the AO provides the exclusive right to make application for a petroleum, geothermal energy or GHG exploration permit or drilling reservation within a six (6) month period following the expiry of the SPA; and
· the grant of a title depends upon the appropriateness of the work program and the applicant’s ability to fund the work program proposed and is assessed against the WA Exploration Permit Management Guideline.	Comment by HANNAN, Jeff: For revision
2. An application for an AA is required if the proposed operational (survey) activity to be carried out under the SPA or SPA/AO extends into another titleholder’s title. (Please note that no operations are to be commenced within the AA area until the consent (in writing) of the relevant registered holder(s) has first been obtained. The AA is invalid until such consent is received and any part of the operational activity conducted in breach of this condition would be unlawful and liable to penalties under section 29 of the PGEGGSA). 
You must retain all consents of the relevant registered holders in hard copy format to ensure that you have adequate records. These consents are not required to be forwarded to DMPE; however, they are auditable documents.
3. 2D seismic surveys: The survey perimeter and seismic lines to be drawn on a map having the graticular grid and block numbers with each 1:1,000,000 Map Sheet labelled and ArcGIS shapefiles or MapInfo tabfiles of this data.
3D seismic surveys: The survey perimeter and seismic lines to be drawn on a map having the graticular grid and block numbers with each 1:1,000,000 Map Sheet labelled and ArcGIS shapefiles or MapInfo tabfiles of this data.
4. Digital mapping data is to be provided as ArcGIS shapefiles together with associated files. The coordinate datum is to be GDA2020 and in a deprojected (latitude/longitude) format. Preferably data should be emailed to petroleum.mapping@dmpe.wa.gov.au quoting the survey name or, alternatively, submitted on disc with the application. 


Contact Information
For all enquiries, please refer to the following contact information:
	Branch/Area/Division
	Subject Matter
	Email

	Resource Tenure Branch
	Resource Tenure
and General Enquiries
	petroleum.titles@dmpe.wa.gov.au 

	Resource Access Branch
	Native Title - 
General Enquiries
	s29.expedited@dmpe.wa.gov.au 

	
	Native Title - 
Case Management
	nativetitlecasemanagement@dmpe.wa.gov.au 

	Title Compliance,
Resource and Environmental Compliance
	Title Compliance 
(work program and conditions)
	petroleum.pgrpayments@dmpe.wa.gov.au 

	Petroleum and Energy Compliance 
	Exploration and Operational Activities
	petroleum.reports@dmpe.wa.gov.au 

	Petroleum and Energy Compliance
	Environment Plans
	petroleum.environment@dmpe.wa.gov.au 

	Title and Geoscience Services
	Mapping
	petroleum.mapping@dmpe.wa.gov.au
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