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Our ref: ID60-425842108-57232 

Contact: Andy Kondola 

 

 

18 August 2026 

 

Sarah Woenne 

Executive Director Network Regulation and Customer Participation 

Department of Energy and Economic Diversification 

Level 11, 1 William Street 

Perth WA 6000 

 

Submitted via email: EPWA-Submissions@deed.wa.gov.au  

 

Dear Sarah 

Western Power’s Submission to the Consultation on “Making it easier to connect solar, batteries 

and EV chargers” 

Western Power appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on the Department of Energy and 

Economic Diversification’s (DEED’s) issues paper on Making it easier to connect solar, batteries and 

EV chargers.  

Western Power broadly supports the direction of these proposed reforms, considers them 

generally consistent with the State Electricity Objective (SEO) and considers that they have the 

potential to: 

• Support the safe and efficient operation of the network through improved distributed 

energy resources (DER) data quality and visibility; 

• Promote the efficient operation of the network by better enabling DER participation in 

Virtual Power Plants (VPPs) which can provide Network Support Services (NSS); 

• Support environmental outcomes by enabling more solar, batteries and EV charging to 

connect to the network. 

 

Western Power’s support is subject to the reforms being clearly scoped, technically practical, 

aligned with existing regulatory frameworks and capable of efficient implementation through 

Western Power’s systems, processes and regulatory funding arrangements. Table 1 provides more 

detailed feedback on each reform proposal, but in summary Western Power: 

1. Supports the requirement for inverters in Standard Small User Facilities to be CSIP-AUS 

enabled; 

2. Supports in principle introducing DSO functions to collect, validate and share DER 

standing data subject to further clarity on the use cases to be supported, the relationship 

with the WA DER Register, and impacts to the Metering Code; 
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3. Supports in principle improving data collection for electric vehicle (EV) chargers subject to 

confirmation that the indirect data collection pathways are fit-for-purpose for network and 

system planning, and that any future obligations recognise the limitations of indirect data 

sources outside Western Power’s direct control; 

4. Supports in principle the use of standardised data to support more streamlined DER 

connection pathways, subject to further clarity on the practical benefits and scope of any 

new obligations. Standardisation may improve data quality and process consistency, but will 

not necessarily reduce connection timeframes, particularly for systems above 30 kVA where 

technical assessment is likely to remain a key driver of connection complexity; 

5. Supports in principle sharing additional distribution network capacity information, subject 

to clarity on how any new requirements would interact with existing obligations and tools, 

including the Network Opportunity Map (NOM), Interactive Network Opportunity Map 

(iNOM) and Network Capacity Mapping Tool (NCMT), and subject to the benefits of 

publishing historical capacity data being demonstrated; 

6. Supports further work to define VPPs and explore fit-for-purpose mechanisms for 

collecting simple capacity data;  

7. Supports in principle the use of spatial mapping tools to communicate distribution 

network capacity and VPP opportunities, provided any future obligations are aligned with 

clear industry use cases, build on existing iNOM and NCMT capability, and provide benefits 

proportionate to the cost and effort of implementation, maintenance and ongoing data 

management. 

 

While Western Power broadly supports the intent of the proposed reforms, several initiatives may 

introduce new ongoing obligations relating to data collection, validation, sharing, publication and 

supporting system capability. Western Power recommends that detailed reform design be informed 

by a structured assessment of customer benefits, costs, implementation responsibilities and funding 

pathways. This should include consideration of whether each function is assigned to the party best 

placed to deliver it efficiently, and whether associated costs should be recovered through regulated 

revenue, direct government funding or another appropriate mechanism. 

 

As the reforms progress to detailed rule design, Western Power recommends that the next stage: 

• Uses collaborative consultation and co-design with Western Power and other relevant 

stakeholders, so future obligations are practical, clearly scoped and aligned with 

implementation requirements; 

• Builds on existing and emerging capability including the DER connections re-design and 

Western Power’s network capacity tools; 

• Provides sufficient clarity on data-sharing requirements, including data type, purpose, 

frequency, recipient and whether disclosure is mandatory, to ensure obligations 

operate consistently with the Metering Code and other confidentiality requirements; 

• Aligns with the sixth access arrangement (AA6) process so that any new or expanded 

obligations are sufficiently clear in scope, timing and implementation requirements to 

be reflected in Western Power’s regulatory submission to the Economic Regulation 

Authority and support the recovery of efficient costs. 
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If you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact Energy Markets Regulation 

Manager, Andy Kondola at  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Matt Veryard 

Head of Regulation 

 












