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WA PLAY STRATEGY
PERMISSION FOR CHILD PARTICIPATION
PARENT/CARER CONSENT FORM
Every Voice Counts: Asking Children about Play in WA
About this Consultation
The Office of Early Childhood within the Department of the Premier and Cabinet is inviting children across Western Australia to share their experiences and ideas about play as part of the ongoing development of the WA Play Strategy. Recognising that play is fundamental to children's health, wellbeing, learning, development and enjoyment of childhood, the consultation seeks to learn directly from children about the role play has in their lives. 
Children with consent to participate in the consultation may be invited to talk about where and when they play, who they play with, the types of play they enjoy, the factors that support or limit their opportunities to play, and any ideas they have for improving play opportunities for children in Western Australia. The information gathered will contribute to a broader understanding of children's experiences and help inform future planning, policy and decision-making to support play across the state. 
This consultation reflects the principles of the WA Play Strategy, the Early Years Strategy 2024-2034, and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which recognise children's right to express their views and have those views considered in matters that affect them.
This activity involves participation in an external government consultation. The activity has been reviewed and approved by the School Principal. Participation cannot occur unless a parent or legal guardian provides written consent and the student also agrees to participate.
What Will Participation Involve?
Your child may be invited to participate in a short discussion, drawing experience, play-based conversation, storytelling activity, or other age-appropriate activity facilitated by educators they know and trust.
Activities may occur:
· Individually or in small groups
· During normal service operations
· Using familiar play-based approaches
· At a time and in a space where children feel comfortable and safe
Educators will record children's ideas by taking written notes of what children say, show, create, draw or communicate about play.



Children's Participation Rights
Participation in this consultation is entirely voluntary. Before any consultation takes place, your child will be provided with a clear, age-appropriate explanation of the purpose of the activity and what participation involves. In addition to parent or guardian permission, your child's own agreement (assent) will be sought before they are invited to participate. Children are free to choose whether or not they wish to take part and may stop participating at any stage if they no longer wish to continue. There will be no negative consequences for children who decide not to participate or who choose to withdraw after the consultation has commenced. Educators will respect and respond immediately to any verbal or non-verbal indication that a child is uncomfortable or does not wish to continue participating.
Privacy and Confidentiality
Information shared through this consultation will be provided to the Office of Early Childhood, Department of the Premier and Cabinet.
To protect the children’s privacy:
· Children’s names will not be submitted.
· Individual responses will be de-identified before submission.
· No identifying personal information will be included in consultation reports.
· Contributions may be combined with responses from other children across Western Australia.
· Anonymous quotations may be used to illustrate children's perspectives.
Photographs of Children's Work or Play
As part of the consultation, educators may ask to take a photograph of children's drawings, creations, constructions, play materials, environments, or other artefacts produced while children are sharing their ideas about play. These photographs will be used solely to help represent and communicate children's perspectives as part of the Every Voice Counts: Asking Children about Play in WA consultation. To protect privacy, photographs will not identify individual children, and children's faces will not be included in any images collected or submitted. 
Consent for photographs is optional, and children may participate fully in the consultation regardless of whether permission is granted for photographs to be taken 
Duty of care and student safety
Your child’s setting or service will continue to fulfil its duty of care obligations throughout the consultation. Any consultation undertaken at the setting or service will occur under the supervision of their staff and will be conducted in an age-appropriate, child-safe manner that aligns with their policies and procedures. 
The consultation follows evidence-based guidelines for engagement with young children, and is designed to respect each child's wellbeing, dignity, cultural safety and right to choose whether or not to participate. Children will be free to withdraw at any time, and participation will cease immediately if a child indicates that they are uncomfortable or no longer wish to continue. Any concerns regarding a child's safety, welfare or wellbeing that arise during the consultation will be managed in accordance with insert setting’s name child protection procedures and mandatory reporting obligations.

Parent/Guardian Consent
Child Details

Child's Name: 	
School / Service Name: 	
Room/Group: 	

Please indicate your consent:

· NO, I do not give permission for my child to participate in the consultation.
· YES, I give permission for my child to participate in the Every Voice Counts: Asking Children about Play in WA consultation.

Photographs of Children's Drawings, Creations or Play Artefacts
· NO, I do not consent to photographs being taken of my child's drawings, creations or play artefacts.
· YES, I consent to photographs being taken of my child's drawings, creations or play artefacts for submission to the consultation.
I understand that:
· My child will not be identifiable in photographs.
· Photographs will only be used for this consultation process.
· Participation is voluntary and may cease at any time.

Parent/Guardian Declaration
I have read and understood the information provided about the Every Voice Counts: Asking Children about Play in WA consultation.
I understand that:
· This consultation is being conducted for the Office of Early Childhood, Department of the Premier and Cabinet.
· Participation is voluntary.
· My child's assent will also be sought before participation.
· My child may withdraw at any time without consequence.
· No identifying information about my child will be submitted.
· Information provided will be used to inform the development and implementation of the WA Play Strategy.

Parent/Guardian Name:	
Signature: 	
Date: 	
Contact Number: 	


Form to be retained by service, school or community setting


Copy on back of page if required:

For Service Use Only

Educator Facilitating Consultation:


Date of Consultation:



Child Assent Confirmed Prior to Participation:
· Yes - Child Continued to Demonstrate Willing Participation:
· Yes - Child withdrew, participation ceased immediately:



Child Safeguarding Statement

This consultation will be conducted in accordance with service policies, child safe principles, and the requirements of the Education and Care Services National Law (WA). The safety, wellbeing, dignity, rights and best interests of children remain the paramount consideration throughout the consultation process.


Contact
Should you have any questions regarding the Every Voice Counts: Asking Children about Play in WA consultative process, please contact the Office of Early Childhood, Department of the Premier and Cabinet.


